
     I didn’t think there was 
any way I could possibly 
make it to the top, even 
though it looked so close. 
The problem was not the 
distance or the angle of the 
upward climb; the problem 
was the thick blend of ash 
and sand under my feet. 
We were about 400 feet 
from the top of Mt. St. 
Helens and it felt like Mt. 
Everest to my 12-year-old 
legs.  

     Thoughts of strong 
doubt entered my head 
rapidly — there was no 
way I could make it. And 
even though I would be 
embarrassed in front of my 
friends, I would have to 
turn back.  I just knew it.  

     And then I felt a hand on 
my shoulder and a familiar 
voice speak quietly into my 
ear. Dan, a friend from 
church who had made this 
trek before and was dec-
ades older than me, said, 
“Oh man…this last push is 
the worst, but it’s so worth 
it. Hey, I don’t have any-
thing to carry. I’ll take your 
bag if you let me have one 
of your Snickers once we 
reach the top.”  

     Now, anyone who has 
hiked with me knows that 
Snickers are perhaps the 
most important part of my 
hiking experience. They 
are borderline sacred. And 
yet I heard myself say, 
“Deal,” without a mo-
ment’s hesitation.  

     Dan marched up ahead 
toting my bag with him. 
Lighter now I felt a bit 
better. But after another 
100 feet I thought I was 
going to pass out again. 
The altitude was getting to 
me and my legs were 
cramping. Even without a 
bag I was not going to 
make it.  

     I saw someone just 
ahead of me and recog-
nized Richard, another 
older friend from church. 

He was sitting down and 
asked me to sit with him, 
which I did gladly. We sat 
for a moment and he said, 
“Look, Aaron, I don’t know 
if I can just trudge up this 
like I used to. I’m going to 
have to take lots of breaks. 
I’d love some company if 

you want to break with 
me, but I’ll understand if 
you want to race ahead.”  

     I was so grateful for this 
offer. Richard and I slowly 
made our way up and took 
plenty of breaks whenever 
one of us felt like it. After 
what felt like hours we 
were finally at the top and 
were able to enjoy the 
spectacular view!  

     Looking back I realize 
that I couldn’t have done 
that trip alone. I needed 
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May 2017 

T H E  W E S T S I D E R  

Minister of the Word: Aaron Metcalf 
Associate Minister: Jen Christy 

Bookkeeper: Linda Coburn 
Office Administrator: Bonnie Miller 

Shepherds: 
Bob Greenlee 
Ray Martus 

Dwayne Towell 

Created for community 

Visit our website:  
www.westsidecofc.net 

We hope you enjoy this issue of The Westsider. In an effort to keep 

administrative costs at a minimum, you will have access to this 

monthly publication the week prior to the first Sunday of each month 

on our website. If you do not have, or use, a computer we will mail it 

to your home. There will be a limited number of issues printed and 

available at the church building.  

Items for the newsletter are due in the office the fourth Thursday of 

the month for the following month’s publication. Please email:      

office@westsidecofc.net. 

Sunday Assembly Times 
Bible Class: 9:45 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m. 

Office Hours: 
Monday & Tuesday 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Wednesday & Thursday 10 a.m.– 6 p.m. 
Friday—Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westside Church of Christ 
5525 SW Menlo Dr. 
Beaverton, OR  97005 
503-629-9132 
Email: office@westsidecofc..net 



Yamhill Events 

Catalyst 
(18-29 Year Olds) 

May 26-29 

Senior Teen Camp 
June 25-July 1 

May 
   1 Afternoon Women’s Bible Study 1 p.m. 
2-5 Pepperdine Bible Lectures 
   4 National Day of Prayer 
   4 Moms in Prayer meeting in our building 
   8 Evening Women’s Bible Study 7 p.m. 
14 Mother’s Day 
21 Pack Backpacks 
22 Menlo Drive Clean-up 
26-29 Catalyst Retreat at Camp Yamhill 
29 Memorial Day 
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From Aaron’s Desk 
(Continued from page 1) 

Upcoming Events  

       

April 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Building in use 
Offsite event 

Information 

Church Event 

1 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 1 pm 
    <——Aaron and  

2 

 
 
 

  Jen out of town 

3 

 
MOMS in prayer 
group set-up 

attending the  

National Day 4 
of Prayer 

MOMS in prayer 
Meeting  in bldg. 
all day  

Pepperdine Bible 

5 

 

 
Lectures ———> 

6 
 

 

          7 
Potluck—Noon 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7 pm 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

9 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts in bldg. 
7-9 pm 

10 
 
 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 
 

11 

 
 

 
NCO 9 am—12:30 
pm 

 12 

 
 
 
 

 13 

 
 

 

14 
 
Mothers’  Day 

15 

 
 
  <—Bonnie out of 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

16 
 
 
Town ————–—
Boy Scouts in bldg. 
7-9 pm 

17 
 
 
———————— 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

18 
 
 

———————— 

NCO 9 am—12:30 

19 

 
 
———————— 

20 

 
 
———————— 

21 
   <—Bonnie out of  
Menlo Dr. Cleanup 
Pack Backpacks 

22 
Town————— 
 
 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

23 
———————— 
 
 
Boy Scouts in bldg. 
7-9 pm 

24 
 

———————— 
 

 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

25 

———————— 
 
 

NCO 9 am—12:30 
pm 

26 

———————— 
 

 

  <Catalyst Retreat  

27 
———————> 
 

 
at Camp Yamhill 

 

      28 
—Catalyst Retreat 

 
        
 

29 
at Camp Yamhill> 
 
Memorial Day 
 
NCO 7-8:30 pm 

30 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts in bldg. 
7-9 pm 

 
 

 

 
 

            

 

 
 
  

 

 the encouragement of Dan, Rich-
ard, and so many others. I’ve also 
since noticed that Richard didn’t 
need me to wait with him. This was 
a move of pastoral sensitivity he 
was making for me. This seems ob-
vious now, but I didn’t see it at the 
time. He could have marched the 
rest of the way without needing to 
stop for breaks, but he humbled 
himself and honored me to help me 
get to the top.  

     I began to sense the true power 
of community and felt lifted by 
these friends who helped me up 
the mountain and many more 
mountains since then. They prayed 
for me when I was going through 
hard times in High School, for ex-

ample, even though I didn’t know 
they were reaching out to God for 
me. They surrounded me in so 
many ways through the trials of my 
life.  

     The church, when functioning at 
her best, serves the world and each 
other by taking on the heavy 
weight others are carrying, and 
humbling self so that others can 
save face and feel supported. 
Healthy churches understand that 
we can only reach the top of the 
mountain together and they strive 
to lift one another up and, most 
importantly, allow themselves to 
be lifted when needed (something 
very difficult to do in our age of 
individualism).   

      Westside is full of people who 
are climbing difficult mountains. As 
a church we have climbed difficult 
mountains together and will have 
difficult climbs in the future as we 
struggle through the challenges of 
change and adapting to new finan-
cial and ministry realities. The test 
is going to be on how well we pick 
each other up, carry the weights 
when needed, and humble our-
selves for the sake of others.  

     Only through these basic com-
munity forming moves will we 
reach the top; only together, as we 
communally rely on God as the cre-
ator and sustainer of our days - 
past, present, and future.  
Peace, 
Aaron  

 Esther and the Hidden God: 
 Finding God in our World 

Memorial Day Weekend, May 26-29 

Speaker: Jared King, Missio Church 

Cost: Only $50! 

   www.campyamhill.org/spiritual-retreats/catalyst-retreat 

 

http://www.campyamhill.org/spiritual-retreats/catalyst-retreat
http://www.campyamhill.org/spiritual-retreats/catalyst-retreat
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With Gratitude in Your Hearts Sing . . . 
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     Franklin Lycurgus Eiland was born March 25, 
1860 in Noxumbee Co., MS, next to the youngest 
of ten children.  Soon afterward, his parents, 
James & Sarah Ann (Savage) moved to Texas. 
Early in his life he learned to love music and to 
compose words and music.  

     In 1893 he became a singing partner with J.E. 
Thomas. They published their first songbook en-
titled Promised Crown in 1894. In 1895, Eiland, 
Thomas and John M. Greer organized the Trio 
Music Company at Waco, TX. Together they pub-
lished numerous songbooks. Many of the songs 
in hymnals today had their beginnings in the Trio 
Music Company’s books. 

     In 1898 he established the Southern Develop-
ment Normal music school in Waco, TX.  His stu-
dents included Tillit S. Teddlie who has written 
over a hundred hymns, many still in use today. 

     On Nov. 13, 1884 he was married to Miss 
Mary Nisbett. She traveled with him, helping him 
in his work but died in 1893. Following her death 
he wed Ella May Kennedy in 1894. Tragedy 
struck the young musician again as Ella May died 
just 10 days after their wedding. In 1896 he mar-
ried again to Minnie Jarushia Valentine. A daugh-
ter, Mary Ella Oree, was born in 1899.  Another 
daughter was born in 1901 but died before her 
first birthday. Their only son, Knowles Shaw, was 
born Jan. 1, 1909 but Franklin passed away later 
that year before the child’s first birthday. 

     Eiland was a very loveable person. He was a 
musical genius who sang with a rich bass voice 
and left us a multitude of the most beautiful 
songs ever written. He was referred to as “a poet 
and musician who breathed into his songs such 
beauty, eloquence and pathos that they persuad-
ed more sinners to repentance than the songs of 
any other writer of his generation.” 

     He wrote about 120 hymns and assisted in 
nearly 100 by other writers. His best-known work 
is “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand.” 

     He passed away 
at Golden, TX. On 
Dec. 3, 1909 at the 
age of 49. His fu-
neral was conduct-
ed at the meeting 
house of the 
Church of Christ in 
West, TX.      Four 
of his original com-
positions were 
sung at the memo-
rial service. 

     In times when 
changes seem to 
be inevitable, it 
helps to remember 
there is One who 
never changes.         Franklin L. Eiland 
 

 Time is filled with swift transition— 
 Naught of earth unmoved can stand— 
 Build your hopes on things eternal, 
 Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 

 Trust in Him who will not leave you, 
 Whatsoever years may bring, 
 If by earthly friends forsaken, 
 Still more closely to Him cling. 

 When your journey is completed, 
 If to God you have been true, 
 Fair and bright the home in glory 
 Your enraptured soul will view. 

 Hold to God’s unchanging hand! 
 Hold to God’s unchanging hand! 
 Build your hopes on things eternal, 
 Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 

    Adapted from Our Garden of Song 
By Gene C. Finley 

A Quick, Easy Reminder 

     You’ve probably noticed some changes in the 
arrangement of furnishings in the lobby. The latest 
change involves the addition of a “Lobby Library.”  

     Thanks to the creative thinking of Lynette Wal-
ters and the help of shopper par excellence Butch 
Walters, an entertainment center has been trans-
formed into a lovely bookcase. Lynette is currently 
searching for more books — encouraging, uplifting 
or educational books in particular (both  adult and 
children’s), to add to the selection.  

     When Bible classes are dismissed and there is a period 
of fellowship before the worship assembly begins, chil-
dren can often find themselves with “nothing to do.” In-
stead of releasing the children to run and find their par-
ents (who are probably engaged in conversation with oth-
er adults), the children will be brought to the lobby and 
given the opportunity of sitting in this cozy corner with an 
exciting book to read until their parents retrieve them.  

     The hope is to add a TV monitor that will connect to 
our media projection before, during and after the morn-
ing assembly. Ella Metcalf has volunteered to serve as 
“librarian” for this area and will be responsible for keep-
ing the area neat and orderly. There is no check-out sys-
tem, but if children wish to take a book with them, they 
are welcome to do so. Returning the books will be on the 
honor system.  

     If you have books (or a TV) to donate, please see 
Lynette Walters who will determine which books are age-
appropriate.  

     Because our society is inundated with information 
every day, we tend to tune out or just scan the head-
lines without paying much attention to the details. 

     Church announcements are part of that infor-
mation glut. Every Thursday we send out an email to 
our members with information about upcoming 
events and prayer requests. It’s understandable that 
people frequently don’t read the entire email or 
even read it at all if they’re busy. 

     Sometimes that results in missing something im-
portant however.  

     It has been suggested that we try a system most 
parents with school-age children are familiar with. 
It’s an app for your phone called “remind.com.”  

     Teachers are using this to send a brief text mes-
sage to parents’ phones about some upcoming 
event. Applying it to our church setting, we would 
continue to send the full email each Thursday but we 
would supplement it with a brief text message on 
occasion when there is an urgent prayer request, a 

reminder about a scheduled meeting, or some late-
breaking news that missed the Thursday email.  

     The goal is not to increase the overwhelming 
amount of information you receive each day, but to 
simplify and condense urgent or important news in a 
brief, easily read format.  

     In order for you to receive these notifications, you 
must join the “Westside class” of remind.com. You can 
do this by clicking this link  https://remind.com/
join/6874a  or notify the church office that you give 
permission to receive text messages and we can add 
your smart phone number to our group. You may opt 
out at any time. 

     It is our hope that this will aid communications with-
in the Westside family without burdening you with too 
much information.  

http://e.customeriomail.com/e/c/eyJlbWFpbF9pZCI6Ik5Ea3hNVG9XQk44Q1pBQUNjd0FYZjJtNEdnRmE3VlBsSlJWV0dGalFObHdCWlRwak1XUmhORFZtWlMwd1pHRTRMVEV4WlRjdE9HRTJNeTA0T1RJd1lXTTBZbUZpTUdJNk1qZ3hOamcwQUE9PSIsInBvc2l0aW9uIjoyLCJocmVmIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9yZW1pbmQuY29tL2pvaW4vNjg
http://e.customeriomail.com/e/c/eyJlbWFpbF9pZCI6Ik5Ea3hNVG9XQk44Q1pBQUNjd0FYZjJtNEdnRmE3VlBsSlJWV0dGalFObHdCWlRwak1XUmhORFZtWlMwd1pHRTRMVEV4WlRjdE9HRTJNeTA0T1RJd1lXTTBZbUZpTUdJNk1qZ3hOamcwQUE9PSIsInBvc2l0aW9uIjoyLCJocmVmIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9yZW1pbmQuY29tL2pvaW4vNjg


Extended Prayer List 
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May Service Opportunities 
Communion Prep  Contribution Counters 
Bowman family  Kim Toll, Nader Khoury 

Slides  Sound Communion Servers  
5/7 Bonnie Miller Matt Buckingham Jay Schneider, John Pivovarnik, Robert Bristol, Nader Khoury, 
    Stephen Mentzer 
5/14 Chelan Metcalf Ella Metcalf Larry Morgan, Caleb Coleman, Bill Coleman, Mark Wingfield,   
    Jim Maples 
5/21 Juanita Martus Jonathan Diaz Miles Metcalf, Jasper Bawcom, Bob Greenlee, Kin Wingfield, 
    Dwayne Towell 
5/28 Jay Schneider Amy Schneider John Pivovanik, Mel Winters, Kim Toll, Linda Zagorski, Robert  
   Bristol 
 

April Contribution 
N/A 
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~Those with health concerns~ 
Janice Ator 
Jasper Bawcom 
Linda Bissett 
Joyce Farguharson (Melinda Coleman’s sister) 
Janet Maples 
Ben Snodgrass 
Helen Urban 
Jennie (Carolyn Mentzer’s niece) 
 
~Family and Friends battling cancer~  
Lauren Ray (friend of Christy family) 
Margo (Ray Martus’ sister)  
Stephen Berry (Greenlee Family Group)  
Gay Stroud (Loretta Stroud’s daughter)  
Betty Call (Janet Maples’ aunt)  
Jon Morgan  
Mary Ellen Taylor (Josh VanderZanden’s grandmother)  
Kendra Hornbostel (friend of the Ators)  
Patti (mother of Linda Zagorski’s sister-in-law)  
Arnold Holloway (friend of Kathy Skelton)  
John Farquharson (Melinda Coleman’s brother-in-law) 
 
~Those who have lost loved ones~  
Family of Kelly Coburn 
Family of Lavelle Stanley 
Kim Wingfield (Kim’s mother) 
Nader Khoury (Nader’s father & mother) 
Sue Bowman (Sue’s mother) 
Mel Winters (Mel’s father and grandmother) 
Trina Vorderbrueggen (Trina’s grandmother) 
Family of Opal Pruitt (CCS staff) 
Family of Kimiko Carpenter  
Carolyn Mentzer (Carolyn’s mother and father) 
Bill Coleman (Bill’s mother) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ~College Students~ 
 Jade Bawcom 
 Becca Brower 
 Julia Khoury 
 Shiloh Simmering 
 Riley Toll 
 Robert Towell 
 
 ~Those with special needs~ 
 Jim & Janet Maples 
 Kayla VanderZanden 
 Rebecca Dickerson 
 Annette Elder 
 Brittnie, Mark Wingfield’s niece 
 
 ~Those serving in the military~  
 Jason Magdos (Patti Honc’s grandson) 
 Kallee Koontz  
 
 ~Shepherds~ 
 Bob Greenlee 
 Ray Martus 
 Dwayne Towell 
  
 ~Staff and Volunteers~ 
 Aaron Metcalf 
 Jen Christy 
 Bonnie Miller 
 Linda Coburn May  Celebrations 

  Birthdays    Anniversaries    

  4 Roy Brower      4 Stephan & Veronika Zeisset 
  5 Lane Christy    12 Jay & Cindy Schneider 
  5 Junior Rodriguez   14 Junior & Jamie Rodriguez 
10  Janet Maples    15 Josh & Tanya Stump 
14 Juanita Martus 

17 Ricardo Osorio  
19 Pat Ator 
19 Butch Walters 
24 Dave Christy 
26 John Pivovarnik 
27 Anna Zagorski 
28 Robert Towell 

Welcoming a New Member 
     We are happy to announce that Charlotte Rector has expressed her desire to join the Westside fami-
ly and serve the Lord as part of our ministries. Please note her contact information below and extend a 
warm welcome to her. 

 Charlotte Rector 
 11657 SW Teal Blvd., #E 
 Beaverton, OR  97007 
 503-746-5956 
 Charlotte.rector@comcast.net 


